THE PATH OF EMPIRE

CHAPTER I

THE  MONROE  DOCTRINE

IN 1815 the world found peace after twenty-two
years of continual war. In the forests of Canada
and the pampas of South America, throughout all
the countries of Europe, over the plains of Russia
and the hills of Palestine, men and women had
known what war was and had prayed that its hor-
rors might never return. In even the most auto-
cratic states subjects and rulers were for once of one
mind: in the future war must be prevented. To
secure peace forever was the earnest desire of two
statesmen so strongly contrasted as the impression-
able Czar Alexander I of Russia, acclaimed as the
"White Angel" and the "Universal Savior," and
Prince Metternich, the real ruler of Austria, the
spider who was for the next thirty years to spin